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Collins Bay Yacht Club 

Kingston, Ontario 

2026 Racing Season 

7 May 2026 – 27 Sept. 2026 

 

Event Rules (ER) 

 

Collins Bay Yacht Club is the Organizing Authority for the 2026 Racing Season. 

The notation ‘[NP]’ means that a boat may not protest another boat for breaking that rule.  This 

changes Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 60.1(a). 

1 RULES 

1.1 The event is governed by the rules defined in the RRS. 

1.2 The ER which integrate the Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions into a single 

document which are compliant with RRS 89.2(a) and RRS 90.2(a). 

1.3 The ER will be available after 0900 on 11 May 2026 at 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/. 

1.4 The navigation rules of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 

(IRPCAS) apply from sunset to sunrise. 

2 CHANGES TO EVENT RULES 

2.1 Any change to the ER will be a complete replacement of the document after 0900 on the 

Monday before the next applicable race at http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/. 

2.2 Changes to the ER may be made on the water by hoisting Code Flag ‘L’ followed by direct 

verbal or VHF communications with competitors by the Race Committee. 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/
http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/
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3 COMMUNICATIONS WITH COMPETITORS 

3.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located in the CBYC 

Clubhouse (S.S. Maria) and a courtesy copy posted at 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/ . 

3.2 The Race Office is located at Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca . 

3.3 [DP] All boats shall carry a VHF radio capable of communicating on Channels 6 and 16. 

3.4 On the water, the Race Committee will make courtesy broadcasts to competitors on VHF 

radio Channel 6. 

3.5 [DP] While racing, from the first warning signal until the end of the last race of the day, 

except in an emergency, a boat shall not make voice or data transmissions and shall not 

receive voice or data communication that is not available to all boats. 

4 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 

4.1 The 2026 Racing Season is open to all boats owned by current members of CBYC. 

4.2 Boats not kept at Collins Bay Marina that wish to race regularly with CBYC must join 

CBYC as an ‘Associate Member’.  These boats will be scored but are not eligible to win 

either the CBYC Division or Club Championship awards. 

4.3 Area yacht club members and visiting boats are welcome to participate in CBYC 

Weekend (Distance) races and regattas as guests of CBYC and are eligible for all awards 

except those specifically designated for a CBYC member boat. 

4.4 Races are open to all boats with valid PHRF-LO certificates or boats or a recognized one-

design class with a minimum of 5 entries subject to approval by the CBYC Race Captain. 

4.5 Divisions and Classes are defined as follows: 

Division Class Rating 

1 PHRF-LO Flying Sails <143 

2 PHRF-LO Flying Sails ≥143 

3 Non-Flying Sails  

 

4.6 Eligible boats may register for the 2026 Racing Season by completing the entry form 

available at http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/ and submitting it, together with 

the required fee, to Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca . 

4.7 To be considered an entry in the event, a boat shall complete all registration 

requirements and pay all fees. 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/
mailto:Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca
http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/
mailto:Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca


 

CBYC_Race_EventRules_2026_05_13.docx  3 
 

5 FEES 

5.1 Please refer to the CBYC Racing Registration form at 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/ . 

6 EVENT SCHEDULE 

6.1 Dates of racing: 

Date Thursday Night Date Weekend 
(Distance) 

7 May Practice TBA Bayfield Blast 

14 May – 18 June Spring Series 27 June Amherst Island 

25 June – 6 Aug. Summer Series 18 July Simcoe Island 

13 Aug. – 24 Sept. Fall Series 22 Aug. Pigeon Island 

  26 Sept. Frostbite 

 

7 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

7.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed at the flag mast on the CBYC Clubhouse (S.S. 

Maria). 

7.2 When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced by ‘not less than 45 minutes’ in 

Race Signals AP. 

8 DIVISION FLAGS 

8.1 The Division flags are: 

PHRF-LO Division Division Flag 

1 - Flying Sails Rating    <143 Yellow 

2 – Flying Sails Rating   ≥143 Blue 

3 – Non-Flying Sails Red 

 

9 EVENT VENUE AND RACING AREA 

9.1 The racing area is eastern Lake Ontario and the approaches to Collins Bay as described in 

Addendum 1. 

10 COURSES 

10.1 Addendum 2 describes the location of CBYC’s Thursday Night race marks. 

10.2 Addendum 3 explains the Supplemental Sailing Instructions for Thursday Night Races. 

http://www.collinsbayyachtclub.ca/racing/
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10.3 Addenda 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 lay out the Supplemental Sailing Instructions for the Weekend 

(Distance) races. 

10.4 No later than the Warning Signal, the Race Committee will display the course 

configuration placards on the Signal Vessel. 

11 MARKS 

11.1 Marks are yellow spar buoys (private), orange and yellow inflatable marks and red and 

green Coast Guard navigational buoys. 

12 OBSTRUCTIONS 

12.1 [DP][NP] There are several wreck dive sites in the racing area.  The Canada Shipping Act 

requires boats to remain well clear of any vessel displaying a “Diver Down” flag. 

13 THE START 

13.1 Races will be started using RRS 26 with the warning signal made 5 minutes before the 

starting signal. 

13.2 Divisions of 5 or more boats are eligible for separate starts.  If an insufficient number of 

boats are registered for a Division, starts may be combined at the discretion of the CBYC 

Race Captain. 

13.3 The Starting Line is between a staff displaying an orange flag on the Signal Vessel at the 

starboard end of the and the course side of the port-end starting mark. 

13.4 Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area during the 

starting sequence for other races. 

13.5 If any part of a boat’s hull is on the course side of the starting line at her starting signal 

and she is identified, the Race Committee will attempt to hail her sail number.  Failure to 

hail her number, failure to hear such a hail, or the order in which boats are hailed will 

not be grounds for a request for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 

13.6 A boat that does not start within 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored “Did 

Not Start (DNS)” without a hearing.  This changes RRS A5.1 and RRS A5.2. 

14 CHANGE THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 

14.1 To change the next leg of the course, the Race Committee will more the original mark or 

the finishing line to a new position. 
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15 THE FINISH 

15.1 The Finish Line is between a staff displaying a blue flag on the Signal Vessel at the port-

end and the course side of the starboard end finishing mark. 

15.2 If the Race Committee is absent when a boat finishes, she shall report her finishing time, 

and her position in relation to nearby boats, to Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca at the first 

reasonable opportunity. 

16 SAFETY REGULATIONS 

16.1 [DP] A boat that retires from a race shall notify the Race Committee at the first 

reasonable opportunity. 

17 OFFICIAL VESSELS 

17.1 The CBYC Signal Vessel for all Thursday Night Races is “April Reign”.  Other vessels may 

be designated CBYC Signal Vessel at the discretion of the CBYC Race Captain. 

18 TIME LIMIT(S)  

18.1 Race time limits are specified in Addenda 3, 5, 6 and 7. 

19 PENALTY SYSTEM 

19.1 For all Divisions, RRS 44.1 applies. 

20 HEARING REQUESTS 

20.1 The protest time limit is 24 hours after the last boat finishes the last race of the day or 

the Race Committee signals no more racing today, whichever is later.  The time will be 

posted on the Official Notice Board. 

20.2 Hearing request forms are available from the Race Office at 

www.collinsbaymarine.com/cbyc/race/ . 

20.3 Notices will be posted no later than 72 hours after the protest time limit to inform 

competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses.  Hearings will 

be held virtually or in the CBYC Clubhouse (S.S. Maria) located at Collins Bay Marina, at a 

mutually convenient date and time. 

21 SCORING 

21.1 At the end of the season, the results from the Thursday Night Race Series and the 

Weekend (Distance) Races will be used to determine final Division and CBYC Champions 

using a Low Point Average System.  The overall score for each boat will be the sum of her 

mailto:Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca
http://www.collinsbaymarine.com/cbyc/race/
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race scores, excluding her worst Weekend (Distance) race score, divided by the number 

of races for which she is scored.  The qualified boat with the lowest series score is the 

winner and the others ranked accordingly.  An excluded race counts as a race to qualify a 

boat for a series score but not as 1 of her scored races. 

21.2 PHRF-LO handicaps will apply to all races.  A boat must either have a valid PHRF-LO 

certificate or an application in progress to be scored.  Once a PHRF-LO handicap has 

been assigned, the boat will be rescored retroactively to reflect its official PHRF-LO 

handicap. 

21.3 In order to encourage participation, the CBYC Race Captain may, at their discretion, for a 

single race, waive the PHRF-LO certificate requirement to allow a boat to participate. 

21.4 Boats without a PHRF-LO certificate will be recorded but not scored until a PHRF-LO 

certificate is obtained.  In such cases, a PHRF-LO rating will be assigned by the CBYC 

Handicapper. 

21.5 PHRF-LO time-on-time calculations will be used to calculate finish times for all races 

unless otherwise noted. 

21.6 When a boat will miss a series race or races due to participation in a recognized non-

CBYC event, she may be awarded points equal to her final average score (before drops) 

for races sailed in that series.  To be considered for ‘Regatta Points’ (REG), a boat must 

notify the CBYC Race Captain prior to the event at Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca stating 

the event attended and the dates of races missed. 

21.7 The scoring method will be as follows: 

 a) each Thursday Night Race Series will be treated as 1 race for the purposes of Division 

Champion scoring.  A new score will be assigned to each boat based upon the overall 

rankings of each individual Thursday Night Race Series.  No Thursday Night Race Series 

score will be dropped for Division Champion scoring purposes. 

 b) each Weekend (Distance) Race will be treated as 1 race for the purpose of Division 

Champion scoring.  A boat will drop their worst Weekend (Distance) Race result for 

Division Champion scoring. 

 c) if any non-CBYC boats participate in any CBYC hosted race, the score of the races will 

be recalculated to include only CBYC boats and new scores will be assigned for that race 

to be used in the Division Champion scoring. 

mailto:Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca
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 d) if a boat has results from both Flying Sails and Non-Flying Sails Divisions, the results 

will not be merged for Division Champion scoring purposes.  The boat will be scored in 

each Division for the races it completed in that Division. 

21.8 A boat’s series score is the total of her race scores: 

 a) when 5 races have been completed, a boat’s series score is the total of her race scores 

excluding her worst score. 

 b) when 7 races have been completed, a boat’s series score is the total of her race scores 

excluding her 2 worst scores. 

22 PRIZES 

22.1 For the Thursday Night Race Series, prizes will be awarded for each PHRF-LO Division as 

follows: 

 a) 1st, 2nd and 3rd when a minimum of 5 boats have competed in a seasonal series. 

 b) 1st and 2nd when a minimum of 3 boats have competed in a seasonal series. 

 c) 1st when a minimum of 2 boats have competed in a seasonal series. 

 d) to qualify for inclusion in the series results, a boat shall complete at least 65% of the 

races listed in that series. 

22.2 For Weekend (Distance) Races that are not Division specific, Division winners can be 

awarded.  For the Frostbite Chase Race, all boats will be considered as part of a single 

Division for awards purposes but scored in separate Divisions for the Division and CBYC 

Championship.  A boat must complete the race to be eligible and there is no minimum 

number of competing boats from a Division requirement (i.e. a Division with a single 

boat that completes the race will win the award for that Division). 

22.3 Division Championship Prizes will be awarded in any Division that has 3 or more boats 

and will be the CBYC boat with the highest total score in that Division. 

23 RISK STATEMENT 

23.1 RRS 3 states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to 

continue to race is hers alone.”  By participating in this event each competitor agrees 

and acknowledges that sailing is a potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks.  

These risks include strong winds, rough seas, sudden changes in weather, failure of 

equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats. Loss of balance on an 

unstable platform and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury.  Inherent in the sport 
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of sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, 

hypothermia or other causes. 

24 CODE OF CONDUCT 

24.1 Competitors and support persons shall comply with reasonable requests from the Race 

Committee. 

24.2 Competitors and support persons shall handle any equipment of the Organizing 

Authority with care, seamanship, in accordance with any instructions for its use and 

without interfering with its functionality. 

25 INSURANCE 

25.1 Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a 

minimum cover of $2,000,000 Cdn. per incident or the equivalent. 

26 TRASH DISPOSAL 

26.1 Trash may be placed aboard official or support person vessels. 

27 FURTHER INFORMATION 

27.1 For further information, please contact Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Race@collinsbayyachtclub.ca
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ADDENDUM 1 

CBYC RACING AREA* 

 

*Not to be used for navigational purposes. 
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ADDENDUM 2 

THURSDAY NIGHT RACE MARKS 

 

*Not to be used for navigational purposes. 

 

CBYC Race Marks 2026 

Race Mark Latitude Longitude 

A 440 12.23’ N 760 37.00’ W 

B 440 12.48’ N 760 37.85’ W 

C 440 12.12’ N 760 38.69’ W 

D Not Used 

E 440 12.98’ N 760 39.08’ W 

S 440 12.05’ N 760 35.39’ W 
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ADDENDUM 3 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - THURSDAY NIGHT RACES 

 

1 COURSES 

1.1 Courses will be set by the Race Committee. 

1.2 [NP] Course configuration shall not be grounds for protest. 

1.3 To alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, an orange flag will be 

displayed with one sound at least one minute before a warning signal is made.  The Start 

Line will be between the Signal Vessel flying an orange flag and an orange or yellow 

inflatable Start Pin. 

1.4 The scheduled time of the warning signal for Thursday Night races is 1800.   

1.5 The Finish Line will be between the Signal Vessel flying a Blue Flag and a separate orange 

or yellow inflatable Finish Pin unless the Race Committee, owing to fleet size, elects to 

combine the Start and Finish Lines.   

1.6 The Warning Signal for each start shall be made with or after the starting signal of the 

preceding start. 

1.7 Course will be posted on the Signal Vessel by placard read from left to right.  Green 

placards indicate race marks to be left to starboard and red placards indicate race marks 

to be left to port. 

1.8 ‘F’ will be used to denote the Finish Mark, ‘P’ the Start Pin, ‘G’ a leeward gate comprising 

the Start Pin and the Signal Vessel, ‘W’ a windward Drop Mark and ‘S’ the Salmon Island 

Coast Guard navigational buoy (KN3). 

1.9 Races shall not be started unless the Race Committee observes a minimum of 3 knots of 

wind over the majority of the course.  

2 TIME LIMITS 

2.1 All Divisions will be subject to the following time limits: 

 a) for races prior to Aug. 2030 hrs. 

 b) for races during Aug. 2000 hrs. 

 c) for races during Sept. 1930 hrs. 

2.2 Time limits will be adjusted in response to changing conditions at the discretion of the 

Race Committee. 
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2.3 Boats that have not finished before the time limit expires shall be scored DNF without a 

hearing.  This changes RRS 35 and A5. 

2.4 Boats that have started a race in a Division with no competitor(s) may be finished on 

course at the discretion of the Race Committee.  This changes RRS 35 and A5. 
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CBYC_Race_EventRules_2026_05_13.docx  13 
 

ADDENDUM 4 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - WEEKEND (DISTANCE) 

RACES 

 

1 COURSES 

1.1 The time of the Warning Signal will be confirmed at the Competitors’ Meeting which will 

be held at 0900 hrs. at the CBYC Club House (S.S. Maria). 

1.2 Unless otherwise specified at the Competitors’ Meeting, there will be one start for all 

Divisions. 

2 RACE COMMITTEE 

2.1 The Signal Vessel will be identified at the Competitors’ Meeting on the day of the race. 

2.2 A boat acting as the Signal Vessel for a Weekend (Distance) Race may choose to race.  If 

the Signal Vessel races, it will announce its intention to do so at the Competitors’ 

Meeting. 

2.3 The Frostbite Race course will be determined at the Competitors’ Meeting on the day of 

the event.   
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ADDENDUM 5 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - BAYFIELD BLAST 

1 START 

1.1 The Start Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal  

          Vessel or two inflatable marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

2 COURSE 

2.1 The course is as follows: 

● KN2 to port 
● H43 to port 
● KN2 to starboard 

2.2 The ‘Finish Line’ will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel 

or two inflatable marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

3 SHORTENED COURSE 

3.1 If the lead boat has not passed K3 by 1600 hrs., the race will be finished 

at K3. 

3.2 If the lead boat has not passed K3 by 1800 hrs., the race will be 

abandoned.  

3.3 [NP][DP] The lead boat shall hail the CBYC fleet on VHF Channel 16 and announce on 

VHF Channel 6 that they have either: 

 a) reached K3 by 1600 hrs., or 

b) not reached K3 by 1600 hrs., or 

 c) not reached K3 by 1800 hrs. 
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ADDENDUM 6 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - AMHERST ISLAND RACE 

 

1 START 

1.1 The Start Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two inflatable 

marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

2 COURSE 

2.1 The course is counterclockwise around Amherst Island leaving the following to port: 

● KM6 
● KM4 
● Grape Island 
● KM2 
● K9 
● K8 
● KN3 

2.2 The Finish Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two inflatable 

marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

3 SHORTENED COURSE 

3.1 If the lead boat has not passed K9 by 1600 hrs., the race will be finished at K9. 

3.2 If the lead boat has not passed K9 by 1800 hrs., the race will be abandoned. 

3.3 [NP][DP] The lead boat shall hail the CBYC fleet on VHF Channel 16 and announce on 

VHF Channel 6 that they have either: 

 a) reached K9 by 1600 hrs., or 

b) not reached K9 by 1600 hrs., or 

 c) not reached K9 by 1800 hrs. 
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ADDENDUM 7 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - SIMCOE ISLAND RACE 

 

1 START 

1.1 The Start Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two inflatable 

marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

2 COURSE 

2.1 The course is counterclockwise around Simcoe Island as follows: 

● KN3 to starboard 
● K8 to starboard 
● K9 to port 
● Simcoe Island to port 
● KE2 to port 
● KE1 to starboard 
● K3 to port 
● KN2 to starboard 

2.2 The ‘Finish Line’ will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two 

inflatable marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

3 SHORTENED COURSE 

3.1 If the lead boat has not passed K3 by 1600 hrs., the race will be finished at K3. 

3.2 If the lead boat has not passed K3 by 1800 hrs., the race will be abandoned. 

3.3 [NP][DP] The lead boat shall hail the CBYC fleet on VHF Channel 16 and announce on 

VHF Channel 6 that they have either: 

 a) reached K3 by 1600 hrs., or 

b) not reached K3 by 1600 hrs., or 

 c) not reached K3 by 1800 hrs. 
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ADDENDUM 8 

SUPPLEMENTAL SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - PIGEON ISLAND RACE 

 

1 START 

1.1 The Start Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two inflatable 

marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

2 COURSE 

2.1 The course is clockwise around Pigeon Island as follows: 

● KN5 to starboard 
● KN3 to starboard 
● K8 to starboard 
● K9 to port 
● MH4 to starboard 
● Pigeon Island to starboard 
● K9 to starboard 
● K8 to port 
● KN3 to port 
● KN5 to port 

2.2 The Finish Line will be between an inflatable mark and the Signal Vessel or two inflatable 

marks at the mouth of Collins Bay. 

3 SHORTENED COURSE 

3.1 if the lead boat has not passed K9 by 1600 hrs., the race will be finished at K9. 

3.2 if the lead boat has not passed K9 by 1800 hrs., the race will be abandoned. 

3.3 [NP][DP] The lead boat shall hail the CBYC fleet on VHF Channel 16 and announce on 

VHF Channel 6 that they have either: 

 a) reached K9 by 1600 hrs., or 

b) not reached K9 by 1600 hrs., or 

 c) not reached K9 by 1800 hrs. 

 


