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PAGE 3 COMMODOREôS MESSAGE 2020 

Can you believe it, Collins Bay Yacht Club is forty years old! This is the type of milestone that lends itself 

to a moment of reflection and to a proper celebration.  Unfortunately, the COVID pandemic has prevented 

us from celebrating this important milestone during the 2020 season.  This special edition of the CBYC 

Mixer is the first installment in what we hope will be a proper celebration of this significant anniversary 

during the 2021 season. 

 

This special edition of the Mixer contains information about the club, its beginnings and people and events 

throughout the years that will be unfamiliar to many of us.  You will find images from the very beginning 

of CBYC, articles from those who have served as CBYC Commodore, from those who have served as 

CBYC Sailing School Directors, and from a range of members who have agreed to share some of their ex-

periences and memories involving their participation in the club.  While many things have changed over 

the past 40 years, there is one constant that is evident throughout.  This constant is the investment of time, 

talent and energy by many club members that has combined to create numerous opportunities for sharing 

our passion for boating and sailing in ways that would not be possible in the absence of our club and with-

out the cooperation and support of the Collins Bay Marina.  We have much for which to be grateful and 

much that merits celebration. 

 

I would like to thank Robert Van Dyk, our club historian, for maintaining our clubôs archive and for orga-

nizing this special edition of the Mixer.  I would also like to thank everyone who has contributed images 

and articles and who have thus helped to remind some members, and to inform others, regarding the his-

tory of CBYC and why this club is so important to many of us.  I would encourage everyone to continue to 

share images and observations of club activities with our club historian so that there is ample information 

in our archive on which future special editions of the Mixer can be based and to enable the documentation 

of our clubôs history as it continues to unfold. 

 

The value of looking back is that understanding our past experience can help us to better understand the 

present, and can better prepare us to succeed in the future.  CBYC was founded on the premise that our 

boating and sailing experience could be greatly enhanced by pooling our time, talents and resources to cre-

ate opportunities for social interaction, sharing information and experiences, and becoming better sailors 

all while never losing sight of the pleasure and the pure fun that is inherent in our passion for sailing.   

 

I think this premise is as valid today as it was 

40 years ago.  Itôs up to each of us to determine 

how best we can support this worthy goal and, 

in so doing, ensure the continued health and 

prosperity of the Collins Bay Yacht Club. 

 

      

 Happy 40th anniversary, everyone!   

 

 

      

  Bill Amirault,    

  Commodore 2019-2020 
 

 

Claudia      Ruth                               Bill  



 
FROM THE HELM 

 
When taking over the marina in 2011, we were pleasantly surprised with all of the 

events the yacht club hosted and the great community that CBYC was.  We had 

never been part of a yacht club and all we knew of the yacht club at CBM was that it 

was the social group within the marina. 

The first people we met after it was discovered that we were the new owners, was 

the Commodore Lionel and his wife Pat Redford as well as Bill and Claudia Steven-

son on the lawns of the marina.   Lionel made sure our transition to the yacht club 

was seamless and we were graciously accepted as the new owners! 

After the announcement that our family had purchased the marina a celebration was 

held to welcome us and congratulate the Steenbakkers.  The clubhouse was so full 

of revelers that we were almost touching the bottom!  It was our first time inside the 

clubhouse and we met so many new, welcoming people.  There were so many 

names and boat names for us to remember! 

We have loved being a part of the many events that happen at Collins Bay Marina 

throughout our last ten years.  So much fun and great memories were shared with 

us. 

The synergy between the marina and yacht club is an asset to all and a treasured 

part of the last 40 years.  So many joyful memories and friendships have been made 

that have lasted many decades.  Although Covid has squashed a celebration and 

gathering, we are excited to share these memories as we look forward to once again 

celebrating together soon. 

Congratulations to CBYC on 40 years of great times! 

 

 

 

 

Gerry, Lori and Family 
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Message From the CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk 

We hope you enjoy this special edition of the Collins Bay Mixer!  We have brought together some of the many 

highlights of the Clubôs origins and its evolution over the past 40 years.  We have also included memories from 

some of our illustrious Commodores and Sailing School Directors augmented with pictures from the past.   

We need to thank Judy Adams, one of our Clubôs founding Members for her diligent work as the first Club His-

torian.  Judy collected pictures, saved press clippings, retained every printed version of the Mixer plus assorted 

other memorabilia and lovingly created photo albums to commemorate the Clubôs activities. Judyôs collection 

included all of the 1981 to 2003 Mixers and her photo albums covered the years 1980 to 2005. In 2003 the first 

digital Mixers were created, the printing and distribution of booklets ended and by 2005 digital photos had re-

placed prints.   

In 2015, Judyôs life changed focus and she retired from the Club.  In 2016, I agreed to become the Clubôs sec-

ond Historian, responsible for digitizing Judyôs collection and creating a history archive on the Clubôs website.  

Little did I know the responsibilities I had accepted not to mention the amount of work involved. Digitizing our 

history meant that all of Judyôs collection had to be scanned. 126 Mixer booklets were scanned a page at a time 

using a flatbed scanner to create PDF files for the booklets. Hundreds of items in the photo albums were re-

moved and individually scanned to create JPG photo files.  Judyôs collection for the years following 2005 were 

augmented with digital photos taken by my wife Marilyn and I during the many Cruises and Social events that 

we participated in as Members, Cruise Coordinator and Mixer Editors.  We were fortunate that many other 

Members also contributed digital photos to help round out this history. Assembling the digital photo albums 

involved the use of photo editing software to make adjustments and add descriptive text as needed. WordPress 

was used to access the Clubôs website to create the CBYC History web pages and upload over 4000 files. 

The articles in this 40th Anniversary News Letter are extracted from this Archive. 

As the Club Historian, I have a significant concern about how we will maintain our history.  In the last few 

years, Facebook has been used to post pictures of the many events that make up our social fabric.  The Mixer 

has included links to pictures of Club events posted on Facebook.  Unfortunately, Facebook pictures are 

stripped of EXIF date records and compressed to very low resolution. Note also that the links, permanence and 

ownership are subject to the whims of Facebook.  This means that we are losing control over our sources to re-

tain the Clubôs memories.  Unless action is taken, I suspect that we will not be able to create a 50th Anniversary 

edition with information for the next 10 years!   

I have put this dilemma to the Clubôs executive.  But, there is something you, as our Members, can do to help 

solve this problem.   When you participate in Club events and take pictures (whether using a camera or cell 

phone), please forward the pictures to me at   history@collinsbayyachtclub.ca   I will ensure they are archived 

by event and accessible on the Clubôs website.   

If you have pictures of past events, it is not too late to in-

clude them too. 

Finally, if you are interested in learning more about our 

Clubôs illustrious history, you can access all of the events 

captured by Judy Adams and me on the web by going to:    

http://collinsbaymarina.com/cbyc/cbyc-history/ 

Robert van Dyk 

CBYC Historian 2016ï Present 

Robert van Dyk & Marilyn Sykes 

Mixer Editors  2013-2015 

Marilyn Sykes 

Cruise Coordinator 2007-2010 

mailto:history@collinsbayyachtclub.ca
http://collinsbaymarina.com/cbyc/cbyc-history/
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

1981  Bob Wright  

1982  Bob Wright  

1983  Judy Adams  

1984 Judy Adams  

1985  Paul  Kruger  

1986 Paul Kruger  

1987  Gord Unsworth  

1988 Gord Unsworth  

1989 Dave Sewell  

1990 Dave Sewell  

1991  Bill Worthy  

1992  Doug Warner  

1993  Doug Warner  

1994 Doug Warner  

1995  Gene Black  

1996 Carmen Knapp  

1997  Sue Knapp  

1998 Sue Knapp  

1999 Barbara Yates  

2000  Barbara Yates  

2001 John Giles  

2002  Phil Morris  

2003  Phil Morris  

2004  Dave Johnston  

2005  Dave Johnston  

2006  Dave Sansom  

2007  Dave Sansom  

2008  Claudia Stevenson  

2009  Claudia Stevenson  

2010 Lionel Redford  

2011  Lionel Redford  

2012  Owen Bird  

2013  Lee Baker  

2014 Lee Baker  

2015  Al MacLachlan  

2016 Al MacLachlan  

2017  Peter Feltham  

2018 Peter Feltham  

2019 Bill Amirault  

2020  Bill Amirault  

Collins Bay Yacht Club  
 Commodores 1981 to 2020  



 

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

  EYC is Coming to CBYC   
The annually Eastern Yachting Circuit (EYC) Regatta will be held at Collins Bay Yacht Club this 

summer from Thursday July 12th through Saturday July 14th. This event will see us hosting about 40 

boats from around the east end of Lake Ontario as they compete in a Distance Race on Thursday 

and then do up to five Course Races on Friday and Saturday. Think of it as a club weekend cruise 

race on one day followed by two days of club evening races. In fact, the clubôs Anniversary Regatta 

weekend grew from when we hosted EYC in 2004.  

 

 

The origins of the EYC Regatta 

go back to the days when society 

and family roles were different. 

Back then, the family would pile 

on to the boat and spend the first 

part of the family vacation cruis-

ing to the regatta destination, then 

spend the second half of the week 

doing some racing. The original 

intent was that the whole family 

would then race together. Mom 

got the family time, and Dad was 

able to get his racing fix in. Mov-

ing to how things are now, we see 

that itôs no longer just Dad who 

wants to do the racing.  

 

There are a lot of Moms out there who are just as if not more competitive than their spouses. And other boats come without the 

family, but with a serious crew. So, over the years the event has grown from a family gathering to what is now one of the premier 

events of the racing season for Eastern Lake Ontario.  

 

To keep this going as a great event with good fun for all, we will be hosting the event along with some social and dining support. 

This will keep the competitors here enjoying our wonderful club location, reforming and making new relationships and have a 

little friendly competition.  

 

How can you as a CBYC member help? There are several ways. We will need people to help with the planning of the event, and to 

be on-site during the event helping everything run smoothly. This includes parking, security (babysitting the cars and stuff while 

competitors are on the water) and yard support ï which include being the on-site representative for and services or deliveries that 

may occur. Race committee will be needed. Spending the day on the water helping run the races is a great way to spend the day. 

Prior to the event we will need some help in gathering sponsors and selling advertising space. Someone who can set up the pro-

gram book for printing would be helpful. If you are planning a cruise away, this would be a great time to go as we could use your 

dock spot for competitors.  

 

The 2004 EYC event was our first Regatta. We set new expectations on attendance and quality. We have a reputation 

to uphold. 

Working together we can make this happen! 

Sponsorship leads should be sent to Bill Visser and if you want to volunteer contact Bill Visser. 

PAGE 9 CBYC RACING   

Excerpt from the April 2012 Mixer 

The Pigeon Island Race continues to be held and other events have been added to CBYCôs 

Racing schedule over the years.    Compared to racing family cruisers during the Clubôs early 

years many of the Racers now own advanced racing vessels.    CBYC has entered many 

events such as the Katie Grey and Ontario 300 and hosted the Eastern Yachting Circuit Re-

gatta in 2004 and 2012, a big job.   



 

PAGE 10 THE FIRST CLUBHOUSE  NORTHERN LITES  1981 

 
A historic note from the past by Judy Adams 

 

Did you know that the current clubhouse is the second one CBYC has had.  Both have been houseboats, al-

though the first one remained on dry land. 

The first clubhouse had been a houseboat at the marina and was donated by Bill Steenbakkers and moved to a 

location on the marina lawn by Bill S. and Bill Adams to provide a focal point for the club.  Indeed debriefing 

after Thursday night races and the subsequent singsongs often lasted well into the night.  It eventually be-

came unsafe and outgrown and was demolished by a club work crew in the fall of 1991 (Thanks for the pic-

tures Maxine Cohrs). 

The concept of a floating clubhouse came from pictures brought back from Corpus Christi, TX.  The present 

clubhouse was built through the perseverance and hard work of Commodore Doug Wagner.  Club members 

contributed money, time expertise and/or materials to make the dream come true. Hub Steenbakkers built and 

contributed the base on which the building floats and launched the new clubhouse in the summer of 1992. 

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

GOODBYE TO THE OLD CLUBHOUSE   1991 
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Continued on next page From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

 

Commodore Doug Wagner 

More Photos:  http://collinsbaymarina.com/cbyc/cbyc-history-album-1992/ 

CBYC Members hard at work building the new clubhouse. 



Doug Wagner, Maria, Hub and Bill Steenbakkers with Maria swinging the    

champagne bottle to launch SS Maria, CBYCôs new floating clubhouse, in 1992. 
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Continued on next page From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

 Excerpt from the October 1992 Mixer 
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  
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From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk  

  

July, 2001.  Dredging is Underway  

Making Space for B Dock.   
 
After three years of planning and obtaining permits Collins Bay Marina was finally 
able to start dredging the harbour and approach channel to a depth of 10 feet or 
more to make access for larger deep draft vessels. This project took most of the 
summer and involved moving all of the boats and docks as well as installing a new 
B Dock suitable for thirtytwo 40 footers.  
 
The equipment consisted of 3 barges.  The centre barge remains stationary while 
the other barges shuttle trucks back and forth to shore in a cable ferry manner. 


