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Can you believe it, Collins Bay Yacht Club is forty years old! This is the type of milestone that lends itself
to a moment of reflection and to a proper celebration. Unfortunately, the COVID pandemic has prevented
us from celebrating this important milestone during the 2020 season. This special edition of the CBYC

Mixer is the first installment in what we hope will be a proper celebration of this significant annivers
during the 2021 season.

ary

This special edition of the Mixer contains information about the club, its beginnings and people and events

throughout the years that will be unfamiliar to many of us. You will find images from the very begin

ning

of CBYC, articles from those who have served as CBYC Commodore, from those who have served as
CBYC Sailing School Directors, and from a range of members who have agreed to share some of their ex-

periences and memories involving their participation in the club. While many things have changed

over

the past 40 years, there is one constant that is evident throughout. This constant is the investment of time

talent and energy by many club members that has combined to create numerous opportunities for

sharing

our passion for boating and sailing in ways that would not be possible in the absence of our club and with-

out the cooperation and support of the Collins Bay Marina. We have much for which to be grateful
much that merits celebration.

Il would |ike to thank Robert Van Dyk, our cl

and

ub

nizing this special edition of the Mixer. | would also like to thank everyone who has contributed images

and articles and who have thus helped to remind some members, and to inform others, regarding t
tory of CBYC and why this club is so important to many of us. | would encourage everyone to cont

ne his-
nue to

share images and observations of club activities with our club historian so that there is ample information
in our archive on which future special editions of the Mixer can be based and to enable the documentation

of our c¢clubds history as it continues to unf

The value of looking back is that understanding our past experience can help us to better understa
present, and can better prepare us to succeed in the future. CBYC was founded on the premise th
boating and sailing experience could be greatly enhanced by pooling our time, talents and resourcg
ate opportunities for social interaction, sharing information and experiences, and becoming better g
all while never losing sight of the pleasure and the pure fun that is inherent in our passion for sailin

| think this premise is as valid today as it was
40 years ago. I t 6s
how best we can support this worthy goal ant
in so doing, ensure the continued health and

prosperity of the Collins Bay Yacht Club.

Happy 40" anniversary, everyonel!

Bill Amirault,
Commodore 2012020
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FROM THE HELM

When taking over the marina in 2011, we were pleasantly surprised with all of the
events the yacht club hosted and the great community that CBYC was. We had
never been part of a yacht club and all we knew of the yacht club at CBM was that it
was the social group within the marina.

The first people we met after it was discovered that we were the new owners, was
the Commodore Lionel and his wife Pat Redford as well as Bill and Claudia Steven-
son on the lawns of the marina. Lionel made sure our transition to the yacht club
was seamless and we were graciously accepted as the new owners!

After the announcement that our family had purchased the marina a celebration was
held to welcome us and congratulate the Steenbakkers. The clubhouse was so full
of revelers that we were almost touching the bottom! It was our first time inside the
clubhouse and we met so many new, welcoming people. There were so many
names and boat names for us to remember!

We have loved being a part of the many events that happen at Collins Bay Marina
throughout our last ten years. So much fun and great memories were shared with
us.

The synergy between the marina and yacht club is an asset to all and a treasured
part of the last 40 years. So many joyful memories and friendships have been made
that have lasted many decades. Although Covid has squashed a celebration and
gathering, we are excited to share these memories as we look forward to once again
celebrating together soon.

Congratulations to CBYC on 40 years of great times!

—

e Gerry, Lori and Family
ms b

e Coll

RY
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Message From the CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk

We hope you enjoy this special edition of the Collins Bay Mixer! We have brought together some of the
highlights of the Clubds origins and its evoluwu

some of our illustrious Commodores and Sailing School Directors augmented with pictures from the past.

We need to thank Judy Adams, one of our Clubds
torian. Judy collected pictures, saved press clippings, retained every printed version of the Mixer plus a
ot her memorabilia and |l ovingly created photo a

included all of the 1981 to 2003 Mixers and her photo albums covered the years 1980 to 2005. In 2003 t

many
tio

fo
ssorted
| bu
he first

digital Mixers were created, the printing and distribution of booklets ended and by 2005 digital photos had re-

placed prints.

In 2015, Judyds |l ife changed focus and she ret
ond Historian, responsible for digitizing Judy
Little did |1 know the responsibilities | had accepted not to mention the amount of work involved. Digitizing
hi story meant that all of Judydés coll ection ha
using a flatbed scanner to create PDF files for the booklets. Hundreds of items in the photo albums were
moved and individually scanned to create JPG p

augmented with digital photos taken by my wife Marilyn and | during the many Cruises and Social event
we participated in as Members, Cruise Coordinator and Mixer Editors. We were fortunate that many oth
Members also contributed digital photos to help round out this history. Assembling the digital photo albu
involved the use of photo editing software to make adjustments and add descriptive text as needed. Wo
was used to access the Clubds website to creat

The articles in this 4DAnniversary News Letter are extracted from this Archive.

As the Club Historian, | have a significant concern about how we will maintain our history. In the last fey
years, Facebook has been used to post pictures of the many events that make up our social fabric. The
has included links to pictures of Club events posted on Facebook. Unfortunately, Facebook pictures are
stripped of EXIF date records and compressed to very low resolution. Note also that the links, permaner
ownership are subject to the whims of Facebook. This means that we are losing control over our source
tain the Clubds memori es. Unl ess act i ofhAniiversatya
edition with information for the next 10 years!

I have put this dilemma to the Clubds executiyv
solve this problem. When you participate in Club events and take pictures (whether using a camera or
phone), please forward the pictures to mehattory@-collinsbayyachtclub.cd will ensure they are archived
by event and accessible on the Clubdés website.

If you have pictures of past events, it is not too late to in
clude them too.

Finally, if you are interested in learning more about our
Clubés illustrious histor

http://collinsbaymarina.com/cbyc/cbyistory/

Robert van Dyk
CBYC Historian 2016 Present

Robert van Dyk & Marilyn Sykes
Mixer Editors 20122015

Marilyn Sykes

Cruise Coordinator 206Z010

captured by Judy Adams and me on the web by going tp:
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Collins Bay Yacht Club
Commodores 1981 to 2020

1981 Bob Wright 2001 John Giles

1982 Bob Wright 2002 Phil Morris

1983 Judy Adams 2003 Phil Morris

1984 Judy Adams 2004 Dave Johnston
1985 Paul Kruger 2005 Dave Johnston
1986 Paul Kruger 2006 Dave Sansom
1987 Gord Unsworth 2007 Dave Sansom
1988 Gord Unsworth 2008 Claudia Stevenson
1989 Dave Sewell 2009 Claudia Stevenson
1990 Dave Sewell 2010 Lionel Redford
1991 Bill Worthy 2011 Lionel Redford
1992 Doug Warner 2012 Owen Bird

1993 Doug Warner 2013 Lee Baker

1994 Doug Warner 2014 Lee Baker

1995 Gene Black 2015 Al MacLachlan
1996 Carmen Knapp 2016 Al MacLachlan
1997 Sue Knapp 2017 Peter Feltham
1998 Sue Knapp 2018 Peter Feltham
1999 Barbara Yates 2019 Bill Amirault

2000 Barbara Yates 2020 Bill Amirault

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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MEETING
OF
SEPTEMBER 1
at
Bill & Judy Adams'

PRESIDENT : Bob Wright
SEC.-TREAS.: Judy Adams

PRESENT: Bill Steenbakkers Gord Unsworth
Mary Steenbakkers Bill Adams
Bob Wright Judy Adams

1. Time line for COLLINS BAY RACE TO PIGEON ISLAND - September 13
0800 Boats Ready
0830 Captains' Meeting
0900 On Boats
0930 On Start Line (red buoy off Justus' dock)

1700 Barbecue
2000 and Party

2. Barbecue will be compliments of Bill & Marj Steenbakkers, Collins. Bay Marina.
Two dollar charge will be per boat and will go towards the club.

3. The club should be called COLLINS BAY YACHT CLUB .
Bob will look into what may be necessary to begin the club.

L. Entry forms for race participants (see attached). (Judy)

5. In case of light winds an announcement will be made at the Captains'
meeting determining the mark and signal to be used by the committee boat
to indicate a shortened course.

6. A scoreboard will be prepared for the race results = Judy

7. The next meeting will be at Bob Wright's, 804 Canniff Place, on Tuesday,
September 9 at 2000 hrs.

8. Meeting adjourned at 2255hrs.

/980

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk




PAGE 8

CBYCOSs

VERY FI

RS T 1980A C

First Pigeon Island boat race
attracted 37 sailing vessels

COLLINS BAY — Whi-
tecaps and a brisk 20-knot
northeast wind made the
first Pigeon Island race an
exhilarating day of sailing
on the weekend.

" Robert Wright, commo-
dore of Collins Bay Yacht
Club, sponsor of the 28-
mile race, said he had an-
ticipated a dozen boats
would enter the competi-
tion to race around the is-
land from the dock at Col-
lins Bay Marina.

Instead, 37 sailing ves-

sels of all descriptions,
from a Newfoundland
fishing dory to Trimarans,
paid the $5 entry fee. All
boats in the race were
given a handicap rating
depending on the proven
class performance.

“It’s a fun activity.
Anybody who has any in-
clination and has got
themselves a boat, are in
the race. We do it for
fun,” Wright said.

Winner of the first prize
trophy was John Mayo,

skipping a Holland 25.
Time was 316.1 minutes.

Second was Dave King
aboard a Trimaran 33 with
a time of 318 minutes.

Martin Thomas, came
third with a time of 322.3
minutes. Paul Kruger
came fourth with 322.4.

Boats set off at 9:30
a.m.. All the crews were
back 7:30 p.m. for a ham-
burger barbecue.

Wright said next year
the club would divide the
racers into mono-hull and
multi-hull classes.

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk

Continued on next page
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The Pigeon Island Race continues to be
Racing schedule over the years. Com

h e
par

years many of the Racers now own advanced racing vessels. CBYC has entered many
events such as the Katie Grey and Ontario 300 and hosted the Eastern Yachting Circuit Re-

gatta in 2004 and 2012, a big job.

EYC is Coming to CBYC Excerpt from the April 2012 Mixe

.

summer from Thursday July £2hrough Saturday July £4This event will see us hosting about 4
boats from around the east end of Lake Ontario as they compete in a Distance Race on T
and then do up to five Course Races on Friday and Saturday. Think of it as a club weeken
race on one day followed by two days of ¢
weekend grew from when we hosted EYC in 2004.

The origins of the EYC Regatt
go back to the days when socie
and family roles were different
Back then, the family would pilg
on to the boat and spend the fir
part of the family vacation cruis
ing to the regatta destination, the
spend the second half of the weq
doing some racing. The origing
intent was that the whole famil
would then race together. Mo -
got the family time, and Dad wal =+
able to get his racing fix in. Movjsas
ing to how things are now, we sg
t hat itdéds no |
wants to do the racing.

There are a lot of Moms out there who are just as if not more competitive than their spouses. And other boats come \
family, but with a serious crew. So, over the years the event has grown from a family gathering to what is now onenaitth
events of the racing season for Eastern Lake Ontario.

To keep this going as a great event with good fun for all, we will be hosting the event along with some social and goring
This will keep the competitors here enjoying our wonderful club location, reforming and making new relationships ang
little friendly competition.

How can you as a CBYC member help? There are several ways. We will need people to help with the planning of the ev
be onsite during the event helping everything run smoothly. This includes parking, security (babysitting the cars andest
competitors are on the water) and yard suppavhich include being the esite representative for and services or delivehes

may occur. Race committee will be needed. Spending the day on the water helping run the races is a great way to spe
Prior to the event we will need some help in gathering sponsors and selling advertising space. Someone who can set

gram book for printing would be helpful. If you are planning a cruise away, this would be a great time to go as we goutd
dock spot for competitors.

The 2004 EYC event was our first Regatta. We set new expectations on attendance and quality. We have a r§
to uphold.

Working together we can make this happen!

Sponsorship leads should be sent to Bill Visser and if you want to volunteer contact Bill

The annually Eastern Yachting Circuit (EYC) Regatta will be held at Collins Bay Yacht Clulp this

10
hursday
i cruise
| ub

ithout tt
b pre

sup
have a

ent, and
ff whi
nd the d

up the p
use

pputatio

isser.

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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A historic note from the past by Judy Adams

Did you know that the current clubhouse is the second one CBYC has had. Both have been housebpats, a
though the first one remained on dry land.
The first clubhouse had been a houseboat at the marina and was donated by Bill Steenbakkers and moved
location on the marina lawn by Bill S. and Bill Adams to provide a focal point for the club. Indeed debriefing
after Thursday night races and the subsequent singsongs often lasted well into the night. It eventually be-

came unsafe and outgrown and was demolished by a club work crew in the fall of 1991 (Thanks for the pic-
tures Maxine Cohrs).
The concept of a floating clubhouse came from pictures brought back from Corpus Christi, TX. The present
clubhouse was built through the perseverance and hard work of Commodore Doug Wagner. Club member:
contributed money, time expertise and/or materials to make the dream come true. Hub Steenbakkers$ built &
contributed the base on which the building floats and launched the new clubhouse in the summer of [L992.

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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CBYC SAIL PAST

1982

Sail-past for 10th anniversary

By ROBERT [BOB| DENDY

Steenbakkers Marina
in Collins Bay is Ten Years
Old!

A celebration of the tenth
anniversary of the opening
of Bill and Mary Steen-
bakker’s Marina was the
reason for all the beautiful
boating activity in front of
the Marina, as Collins Bay
Yacht Club members mus-
tered a fleet of eighteen
yachts for a Sail-past.

Organized by Club mem-
bers to honor the owners,
Bill and Mary, (who are also
members of the club), a
combined fleet of power
craft and sailing craft made
a grand circle and parade
past Commodore R.]J. (Bob)
Wright's anchored Cruiser
““P-Nut Float''. Each boat
dipped their colors as they
passed.

The most recent over-all
winner of the Thursday
night race, ‘‘Carol M"’, The
big Trimaran ‘‘Desiree’’,
the sailing cruiser ‘‘Lepre-
chaun', the deep-water
cruising sailboat ‘‘Najade’’,

joined with ‘‘Roundel’’,
“Trinco 11'", ‘‘Kokanee'’,
“*Naid 111" and ten other

yachts to pay honor to the
Steenbakkers.

Although the fleet was
somewhat smaller than the
fleet attending the 1898
Spithead Review for Queen
Victoria, the sentiments
were just as warm.

Collins Bay Yacht Club
members were received
afterward, on shore, by the
Steenbakkers at a family
Barbeque, with good food,
fellowship and music, as
well as lights and a libation
for all. Some speeches were
delivered and Bill Steen-
bakker recalled, for every-
one, how they had started
with 15 boats, with the
water-line at the trees we
were sitting under to 180
boats, all tied up at secure
finger-docks, with ample
shore storage space, and
facilities for more comfort
under construction. He con-
firmed that the past ten
years had been a good deal
of hard work for both he and
Mary, but both of them
enjoyed the Marina, and the
friends they had made.

He encourages the Yacht
Club as much as he can, and
enjoys the activities both as

Marina-owner, and Yacht-
Club Member. ‘‘The Steen-
bakkers have provided a
clubhouse facility and a
friendly atmosphere for a
family-type Club such as
ours to flourish in. They
have encouraged the growth
of the Collins Bay Yacht
Club, and given our mem-
bers a very happy place to
be’’ said Judy Adams,
Secretary-Treasurer of the
club.

Gordon Unsworth, Fleet
Captain-Sail, said ‘‘We
would like to encourage new
memberships, and we
would like to see our racing
program expand to small

boats such as Lasers, or
other racing dinghys.’”’ He
said he was very pleased
with the manner in which
people had supported the
Thursday night races for all
sailing types and looked
forward to more good times.

The Collins Bay Yacht
Club has 62 members, and
since the current roster was
printed, several, (eight)
new memberships have
been granted. Members are
from as far awary as
Ottawa, and as close as
Bath Road, with most of the
group living in the Kingston
area.

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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COLLINS BAY YACHT CLUB
SAILING SCHOOL

.YOUTH CAMP

10 years to 16 years
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fun and sailing — just $85 per week

ADULT SAILING PROGRAM

18 hours of instruction
Evenings and weekends — $100

Come and enjoy sailing our
PETRELS and LASER II's
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE

For More Information:

549-1815 after 5 p.m.

Daytimes meet us down at
the Collins Bay Yacht Club
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THE FIRST SAILING SCHOOL

1989

~=_

By VANESSA LU
Whig-Standard Staff Writer

Starting Monday, the Kingston
area will boast two sailing schools
when the Collins Bay Sailing
School opens at Collins Bay Ma-
rina, about six miles west of
Kingston.

David Sewell, commodore of
the Collins Bay Yacht Club which
will run the new school, expressed
surprise that the Kingston area —
dubbed the fresh-water sailing
capital of the world — only has
two sailing schools but said the
amount of work that goes into
running one may be a factor. Sail-
ing lessons are also offered at the
Kingston Yacht Club at the foot
of Maitland Street.

At the Collins Bay school, two
instructors will teach five differ-
ent levels ranging from basic be-
ginners through to advanced rac-
ing. Students must know how to
swim to qualify for instruction.

“We would like to offer all lev-
els but it will depend on the regis-
tration,” said Mr. Sewell.

The Collins Bay school can
accommodate a total of 21 stu-
dents, ages 10 to 16. The two
types of boats, Petrol and Laser
11, can only seat two to three peo-
ple, allowing only 21 people to
participate. The beginner’s level
concentrates on safety, basic boat
handling and how the sailboat

THE WHIG-STANDARD, Saturday, July 15, 1989/

Collins Bay sailing school to open Monday

works. The courses are divided
into two-week programs with in-
struction from 9 a.m. until 4:30
p.m. weekdays. Supervision is
available at 8:30 a.m. if parents
drop off their children on the way
to work. Mr. Sewell said that most
students will complete a level in
two weeks.

Courses can be taken on a per-
week basis to help the boys and
girls decide whether they would
like to continue the lessons. The
cost is $75 per week for club
members, and $85 per week for
non-members or $170 for a two-
week session. Mr. Sewell said the
price of the lessons barely covers
the cost of paying instructors, in-
surance and equipment.

In-water and dry land training
are part of the school’s curric-
ulum. Instructors in motor boats
will move from boat to boat dur-
ing the in-water training to advise
students on what they are doing
correctly or incorrectly.

Peter Johnson, an instructor at
the Collins Bay sailing school,
does not anticipate many students
in the advanced racing categories
such as Bronze 4 and 5. He thinks
that parents from the nearby area
will enrol their children in lessons
because “it’s pretty healthy and
fun.” Most students will probably

take the beginner’s level courses
such as White Sail I, II, and III
which will instruct them in basic
sailing skills, he said.

“We’re working on the assump-
tion that there’s a lot of people
that haven’t really been served,”
he said, adding that people who
live in the new development areas
may not wish to fight downtown
traffic to attend the Kingston
Yacht Club.

The latter school accommo-
dates about 60 students who are
often sons or daughters of club
members, said Duncan Stewart,
assistant head instructor at the
Kingston Yacht Club Junior
Squadron.

(In addition to the two yacht
clubs, the H.M.C.S. Ontario
offers sailing lessons at the Royal
Military College to participants of
the sea cadet program. The
Ontario Sailing Association also
operates a mobile sailing program
on Wolfe Island during the week
of July 31. The 15-hour course —
mostly for beginners — is open to
anyone nine years of age or older
who can swim.)

Collins Bay instructor Mr.
Johnson, an avid sailor who
began teaching in 1975, thinks
adult courses at the school may be
very popular because “sailing as a
sport is continuing to grow.”

““Apparently the Kingston

Yacht Club is turning away
adults,” Mr. Johnson said. “We’ll
be offering adult courses in the
evening.” The fee for six sessions
is $100. The two-to three-hour
sessions will probably run in the
evenings or on weekends. Mr.
Sewell added that the adults are
almost more interested because
they are “‘really keen.”

“We’re very late getting
started,” he said. “There was a
program offered at Loyalist Cove
[Yacht Club] in Bath but they had
to give up the program.” That
sailing school was a bit too far
west, he said, so he thinks the Col-
lins Bay Marina is very well
centred with Kingston Township
and Bayridge nearby.

“The bay is long and narrow
and it’s pretty sheltered from the
usual winds, so you don’t get high
waves.”

Sessions can be held in various
locations in the bay depending on
the wind conditions. At the end of
the bay, the students can experi-
ence bigger waves or ¢hippy
winds, or in relatively flat water
instructors can teach a particular
technique, he said. A long, narrow
bay provides great flexibility.

Registration is scheduled to
take place tomorrow from 9 a.m.
to noon at the Collins Bay Marina
on Coverdale Drive, off Bath
Road. Classes begin Monday, July
17 and run until Sept. 1.

GOODBYE TO THE OLD CLUBHOUSE 1991

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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CBYC Members hard at work building the new clubhouse.

More Photos: http://collinsbaymarina.com/cbyc/cbychistory-album-1992/

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk

Continued on next page
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Doug Wagner, Maria, Hub and Bill Steenbakkers with Maria swinging the
champagne bottle to |l aunch SS Maria, CBYCi

b
Commodore’s Excerpt from the October 1992 Mixer
Corner..

This has been a great year for our Club, we finally have our Clubhouse and we have
become incorporated, none of which could have been accomplished without the help and
dedication of our friends and members. Our fall banquet is when we recognize and thank
those who have helped.

Our thanks goes to Hub for his generosity and expertise for the base of the
Clubhouse, to John Vandenbelt for his donation of paint and electrical supplies, to Paul
Kruger for the outstanding stairs, to Henry Fierz and his boys for their time covering the
roof, to Bill Worthy Jr. for the conceptual drawings and to Peter Cohrs for his engineering
and plans, to those who have contributed financially and brought shares.

I cannot name all the helpers, if I try I would be sure to omit some, so my personal
thanks to those who helped with the building.

This is also the time to present the Commodore’s Cup which goes to the person who
contributed most to the Club during the past year. This year we have chosen one who have
over several years spent many hours keeping the Sailing School records up to date and
preparing the graduation certificates, none other than... Judy Adams.

Our special thanks to Dave Sewell for preparing the documents for the
incorporation, he saved us $1,500.00 Last but not least my thanks to the Board who have

worked all year to keep our Club functioning. Doug Wagner

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk Continued on next page
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GRAND OPENING!

of
\> OUR NEW CLUBHOUSE /

|

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 1992
@ 6:00 P.M.

1/ Come Along and Celebrate! j

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk
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July, 2001. Dredging is Underway
Making Space for B Dock.

After three years of planning and obtaining permits Collins Bay Marina was finally
able to start dredging the harbour and approach channel to a depth of 10 feet
more to make access for larger deep draft vessels. This project took most of t
summer and involved moving all of the boats and docks as well as installing a ne
B Dock suitable for thirtytwo 40 footers.

The equipment consisted of 3 barges. The centre barge remains stationary wt
the other barges shuttle trucks back and forth to shore in a cable ferry manner.

From the Archives by CBYC Historian Robert van Dyk



